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Foreword

During the deliberations of the Task Force on the Travelling Community (1993-1995) it became evident that lack
of data was a major stumbling block to planning services for Travellers. Since that time Pavee Point has been
arguing for the need to collect, collate and analyse data in order to develop and implement policies aimed at
improving the situation of Travellers; to evaluate policies and provision; and to combat discrimination. At
present in Ireland we either do not collect important socio-economic and demographic data, or even where it is
collected, it is not disaggregated in terms of ethnicity or gender or does not take place within a broad equality

framework.

Over the past five years we have been lobbying for the introduction of appropriate data collection systems in a
range of different fora as well as being involved in piloting a number of initiatives in the area. We felt it was
timely to disseminate some of the insights gained and to share the analysis we have developed and to highlight
some of the challenges to be confronted. We are hopeful that this short publication can contribute to the
current debates.

We are not in favour of crude or inappropriate ways of gathering what is potentially sensitive data and
advocate the need for safeguards to be built in at the outset to ensure against inappropriate use of the data
collected and to identify and address some of the human rights and ethical issues that may arise. However we
recognise the huge contribution that timely data can play in identifying and addressing discrimination.

Articles in this publication address issues of self-identification; for the informed participation of the groups
affected; the need for training and codes of practice to be in place in the various institutions or agencies if the
data gathering exercises are to be effective. Data needs to be disseminated through regular public reporting
and informed by the analysis of the groups affected. On-going reviews and monitoring systems need to be in
place and there needs to be baseline data if the architecture for equality is to be built and developed.

The general public and public servants need to be educated about the rationale and role for data collection.
Data can be a tool for justice and equality however historically there are instances of data being used as a tool
of oppression. As well as safeguards to protect how data is collected and used there needs to be awareness
raising initiatives for both the general public and Travellers and other minority ethnic groups to secure their
support for the process. This is all the more reason why these data collection exercises need to take place
within a broad equality framework where everyone is required to identify their ethnicity otherwise the
minority group could rightly be expected to be suspicious as is the case with the Census 2002 where only
Travellers are asked to identify their ethnicity. We believe this is an opportunity lost to get a detailed profile

of the Irish population, which can in turn inform the way services are planned and delivered and reviewed.

Ronnie Fay.
Director
March 2001.








































































