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In order to pay respect to the hundreds of thousands of Roma and Sinti who died and suffered 

during the Holocaust, Pavee Point has worked with a group of young Roma including myself to 

create a tribute to Roma and Sinti who experienced the Holocaust.  

Our aim was to not only to pay tribute to  these Roma and Sinti but also to create something to 

educate others on what our ancestors had to endure during that gruesome part of human history.  

In order to complete this project we gathered young Roma from various locations including 

Tallaght,  Kilcock and Enniscorthy; and we had a number of meetings.  

During the first meeting we discussed stereotypes and racism. We learned about what happened 

in the Holocaust and watched clips from the documentary “A People Uncounted”. The 

documentary tells the story of Roma and Sinti during the Holocaust. Watching survivors 

reconstructing their ordeal in tears broke my heart.   

We then gathered in small groups and came up with ideas of how we should approach this 

project. The second day we again watched more clips from the documentary and we began to 

assemble the project  with the numerous pieces brought by the group.  

The output as you can see is this piece of artwork. However this piece of carboard is not only 

that, it reflects  the sorrow, pain and happiness of Roma both in the present and past. During the 

persecution of the Holocaust, Roma had to wear a brown triangle on their uniforms to identify 

themselves.  

The brown triangles in our project represent Roma during World War Two and the white 

triangles represent what makes the youth today proud to be Roma. For example, Damarix 

included a picture of music notes as she is proud to be able to play an instrument and also a page 

from Romeo and Juliet as she is proud, not only of her education, but also her grades.  



We are  proud to be Roma because of our friends, our families, sports, tradition, education and 

many more things.  

What happened during those dark years is hard to hear about let alone experience. To think that 

people were persecuted in this way because of their ethnicity is appalling.  

I end on the observation of how far Roma have come but how far we still have to go. We still 

face discrimination. However, I am hopeful that the Roma youth will combat these problems in 

the years to come.  

   


