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DISCRIMINATION: DEATH: DENIAL: 
Remembering Roma in the Holocaust 
 

Members of the Roma community gathered today holding a banner ‘Discrimination Even in 

Death - the Forgotten Holocaust’ to commemorate the Roma and Sinti who were killed 

during the Holocaust.  In a moving tribute, flowers were laid at the memorial whilst Daniel 

Spirache read out a poem on behalf of his grandfather who survived a concentration camp in 

Transnistra. 

 

There is little acknowledgement of the impact of the Holocaust on Roma and it is still not 

widely known about among the general public.  It is estimated that 500,000 Roma and Sinti 

were murdered during the Holocaust and in some countries more than 80% of the population 

were exterminated.  They were targeted for annihilation simply because they were Roma. 

 

“It is very important that we respectfully commemorate Roma who suffered so much in the 

Holocaust.  The Holocaust devastated our community and yet we have had to struggle for 

acknowledgement of this.  I think we can play our part in Ireland by marking this day,” said 

Gabi Muntean of Pavee Point Traveller and Roma Centre. 

The genocide of Roma people wasn’t formally recognised until 1982.  Participants at the 

event called for the removal of a pig farm that remains on the land of Lety concentration 

camp in the Czech Republic, where many Roma families perished in WWII.  It was also seen 

as an occasion to highlight the current denial of Roma human rights and the racially 

motivated persecution of Roma throughout Europe.  

 

“We may not be gassing Roma in 2015 however we continue to deny them the oxygen of an 

education, employment or the right to live with their extended family and practice their 

cultural traditions. This is also happening in Ireland and is the reality for many Roma and 

Travellers living here. We must recognise that the recent rise of anti-Gypsyism across 

Europe is embedded within the anti-Roma rhetoric and discourse, which fuelled the events 

of the Porajmos,” said Martin Collins, Pavee Point Traveller and Roma Centre. 



 

”It is appropriate that we stand in solidarity today with the Roma community in remembering 

the horrors that befell Roma in Europe due to intolerance and racism.  The Government is 

committed to ensuring that Ireland remains a welcoming and warm home for all the new 

communities, including Roma, who have made their home here and that racism and 

discrimination are not tolerated,” said Deaglán Ó Briain, Department of Justice and 
Equality. 

Ends. 

 

For further information contact Siobhan Curran at siobhan.curran@pavee.ie – 
0872441283. 
 

Background facts about Roma and the Holocaust - http://www.paveepoint.ie/porajmos-

the-forgotten-roma-holocaust/ 


