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ARE YOU AN
IRISH TRAVELLER?

DIVERSITY COUNTS

CAMPAIGN

MAKE YOUR MARK
If you’re an Irish Traveller it’s important you make

your mark so that Travellers’ needs can be identified
and planned for in the future. Read on for more

information, or visit www.census.ie/diversitycounts

QUESTION 11
WHAT IS YOUR ETHNIC OR CULTURAL BACKGROUND?
The purpose of Question 11 is to gain an accurate picture of ethnic and
cultural diversity in the State, including Irish Travellers.
WHAT DOES ETHNIC OR CULTURAL BACKGROUND MEAN?
Ethnic or cultural background is not the same as nationality or place of
birth. Your ethnic or cultural background means the group from which you
descend and that shares a distinct identity. If you are a member of the Irish
Travelling community you see yourself as having a distinct identity, and
people outside the group also see you as having a distinct identity. Broadly
speaking people from the same ethnic or cultural background share the
same culture which can include history, language and religion.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Q.

I am an Irish Traveller and have experienced discrimination
in the past. I am suspicious that if I answer this question,
the information on the form will be given to social welfare,
the local authority or my landlord?

A.

Firstly, all your census information is strictly confidential
and none of the information you give in the census will be
linked to you personally and will not be given to any other
government organisation. In other words your identity will
remain anonymous. The information will be used to produce
statistical reports. This is guaranteed by law. Secondly, it is
only with information on Travellers that the State can plan
for the particular needs of Travellers in areas such as health,
education, accommodation and employment. In this way we
can help prevent racism and discrimination.

Q.

I am an Irish Traveller. Why should I mark this on the
Census 2016 form?

A.

Question 11 is designed to help ensure that there are equal
outcomes for people from all ethnic or cultural backgrounds,
including Irish Travellers, in terms of health, education,
accommodation and employment. Often by treating
everyone the same, minority groups, including Travellers,
don’t experience the same benefits as people from the
larger groups. This in turn creates inequalities in society.
It is only by taking difference into account that equality of
opportunity and outcome can be achieved.

Q.

How many Census forms should be used per Traveller family?

A.

The census form is designed to gather information about all
the relationships in a household. A household is a person living
alone, or a group of people, related or unrelated, who share
living space and eat together. If you have your own trailer on
the same site as your parents, for example, you will be given
your own Household Form as you are a separate household.
If however there is more than one family in the same trailer or
house you can use Question 4 – Relationship, to say how people
are related. This question means that if different generations
are shown to be in the same household, they would be counted
as two families.

Q.

In Question 11 I am asked to mark ONE section but I am from
a mixed background – Traveller and settled. What do I mark?

A.

If you are from a mixed background it is up to YOU to decide
which background you identify with most and mark the one
you decide. As a parent it is also up to YOU to decide if you
mark Traveller for any child under 18.

IT’S QUICK,
IT’S COMPULSORY AND
IT’S CONFIDENTIAL
When you fill in your census form on Sunday April 24th,

Question 11 will give us the information we need to identify
and plan for the needs of Irish Travellers.

Although the information collected in the census will be used to
plan services for the future it is all completely confidential and

will never be given to any other government organisation. And
remember, this is guaranteed by law.

Your enumerator will collect your form before May 23rd so

please have it ready for collection. Or, if it’s not collected by then
please post it to:

Central Statistics Office

PO Box 2016, Freepost 4726, Swords, Co. Dublin.

