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Cappagh Field November 1994

Introduction

In 1991 a number of voluntary organisations

working with Travellers in the Dublin area

came together to express their concern about

the appaling living conditions of hundreds of
3




“Travellers have always made
a lving from collecting and
selling - scraping cars has
been one way Jor Travellers to
do this. So building halting
sites withowt a place for
scraping cars is lile trying to

balce a calke with no flour,”

Alice McDonagh.

Traveller families and the lack of sufficient
properly serviced sites. An independent
survey of all sites and accommodation for
Travellers (excluding standard housing) was
carried out and published in 1992 as “No
Place to Go" and was launched by the Lord
Mayor in the Mansion House. The following
reasons were highlighted as a rationale for
this independent survey:

The continued increase in the Traveller
population in Dublin especially in the
Clondalkin and Blanchardstown areas.

A recognition that the official figures
issued by local authorities did not
correspond with the actual number of
families as experienced by people on the
ground. Figures for families in standard
housing are especially unreliable. Some
[amilies move in and out of standard
housing very quickly. Some local
authroties count families who have long
since left housing. It is not at all clear
what group of families are being

counted where standard housing is

concerned. Therefore, families in standard

housing are riot included in this survey,
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A need to document exactly what
services or lack of services are being
provided on the large temporary sites
such as Cruiserath, Cappagh Field and
Deansrath by the local authorities.

A need to get as accurate a figure as
possible of the number of families still
living in unacceptable conditions and
awaiting site accommodation.

A desire to highlight the fact that
hundreds of Traveller families still live
without toilets, electricity or proper
washing facilities in Dublin.

To document the contrast between the
number of families in need of
accommodation and the proposed
number of sites in local authorities
plans for sites.



We feel that these arguments are still
pertinent and therefore decided to carry out a
similar independent survey in 1994. The
results of which are documented in this
publication aptly called “Still No Place To Go”.

DACT {Dublin Accommuodation Coalition with
Travellers) has undertaken work at a number
of levels over the past three years.

® Organised meetings between local
authority officials, politicians and
Traveller groups.

® Delegations from DACT made oral
presentations at Dublin Corporation

and Dublin County Council meetings.

® Held protests to highlight the appaling

living conditions of Travellers in Dublin.

¢ Made a written response to the
Programme for Government and to the
Task Force on Travellers.

® Wrote to new local authorities seeking
information in how they intended
addressing Traveller accommodation
issues and later made oral
presentations to new local authorities.

L Lobbied politicians about Traveller
accommodation situation and
highlighted issues in the media.

o Took up incidents in particular areas
and offered support to Traveller groups.

DACT is publishing "Still No Place To Go" to
highlight the need for urgent and
comprehensive government action and to
encourage other groups to take up Traveller
accommodation issues.

"You could have 20 - 30

wagons camped along an old

boreen. It was a lovely thing ic
walch them all with their small
carnpfires lighting at night. It's
lovely to see the old wagons. It
brings back lots of memories.”
Nanny Lynch




Eviction Coldeut Road

. Clondaikin 20th May 1993

Coldcut Road 20th May 1993

1. Background

On the 10th of March 1993 the U.N Commission on
Human Rights unanimously adopted the following reso-
lution on forced evictions,

1. Affirms that the practice of forced evictions constitutes
a gross violation of human rights, in particular the right {o
adequate housing:

2, Urges  Governments to undertake immediate meaq-
sures. al all levels, aimed at eliminating the practice of

Jorced evictions:

3. Also urges Governments to confer legal security of
tenure to all persons currently threatened with Jorced
eviction and to adopt all necessary measures giving full
protection against forced evictions, based upon effective
barticipation, consultation and negetiation with affecied
persons or groups:

4. Recommends that all Governments provide immediate
restitution, compensation and/or appropriate and suffi-
cient alternative accommodation or land, consistent with
thetr wishes or needs, to persons and communities which
have been forcibly evicted, Jollowing mutually satisfacto-
Y negotiations with the affected persons or groups:

Unlortunately, the experience of forced evictions is still a
common one for Travellers in the Greater Dublin area,
as it is for Travellers in many parts of the country. In
addition there have been a series of violent incidents




invelving attacks on Travellers carried out by unknown
groups. These vigilante type aclivities are related to the
failure to meet accommodation needs. The continued
crisis in appropriate Traveller accommodation especially
in the Greafer Dublin area convinced ID.A.C.T. of the
need to update the survey carried out in 1992 and pub-
lished as No Flace to Go. D.A.C.T. welcomes the current
Government commitment that all Travellers should be
accommodated by the year 2,000, We also strongly
endorse the recommendations in the Interim Report of
the Task Force on Travelling People 1994, that a nation-
al accommodation agency should be established and
that one of the functions of this agency should be to
monitor the provision of appropriate accommodation for
Travellers country wide.

This current survey was carried out on the 14th and
15th of March 1994 and covered all of the sites official,
unofficial, serviced and unserviced in the greater Dublin
arca. It also includes group housing schemes. A stan-
dardised questionnaire was used in the survey. The
survey was carried out by the members of the voluntary
groups affiliated to D.A.C/T. There was a good response
to the questionnaire and information was received from
every site in the area. This was an independent survey
which was carried out to highlight the continued crisis
in Traveller accommodation in Dublin and to identify
trends in the type of accommodation solutions being
promeled by the four Dublin local authorities, Families
in standard housing are not included in this survey.
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2. New Dublin Local Authorities

Since the publication of No Place to Go, in 1992 Dublin
County Council has been spiit up into 3 new loca]
authorities, They are: Fingal County Council on the
Northside, South Dublin Countly Council taking in
Tallaght and Clondalkin and Dunlaoghaire / Rathdown
which includes Rathfarnham and Dundrum in iheir
administration area. The survey findings are broken
down according 1o the local authority responsible for
each site. Dublin Corporation is the fourth local
authority in the greater Dublin area.

No Place to Go made reference {o these local govern-
ment changes which were Proposed at the time and
expressed the hope that the creation of these three new
local authorities would 1ol resull in a situation where

South Dublin

cach of these authorities attempt to deny responsibility
for Travellers’ accommodation needs and even attempl
to move them from one local authority area to another.
Unfortunately, there is some evidence that this type of
thinking has already surfaced with suggestions that
each of the new authorities should have a ajr quota of
the problem. This is & continuation of the concept of
"Spreading the Burden” referred to inn No Place lo Go.
It is worth re-stating the serious problems this coneepd
gives rise (o,

D.ACT. is aware that the new tocal anthorities are in
the process of drawing up strategic plans in relation {4y
Travellers in their areas. Consultation wiil DLACOT
and Traveller SUPPOTt groups is essenfial if (hese pans
are 1o be effective.



3. “Spreading the Burden”

This concept refers to local authorilies policies of
“spreading the burden” of Traveller sites evenly between
clectoral arcas and now between adjeining local author-
ities. Official local authority policy in the Dublin area,
adopted in 1986, by the then Dublin County Council is
that there should be no more than two small sites per
electoral ward. Although we helieve that electoral wards
with no site provision need to be challenged, this policy
is problematic. It views Travellers as a problem to be
spread out among the “normal” population. It encour-
ages racist aftitudes and anti-Traveller agitation and
also gives rise to a number of practical problems.

® Sites are [requently located in an isolated area to
“hide” them from the settled population. They are situ-
ated at a distance from shops, schools and all commu-
nity services. The disgraceful temporary sites in
Finglas at Cappagh Field and Cruiserath in
Blanchardstown are prime examples of this policy. This
policy greatly increases the cost factor in serviced site
provision because basic infrasiructure services have to
be brought to isolated arcas.

® The Travellers strong preference for small extended
family sites in traditional camping places is more often
ignored than respected in order to appease the preju-
dices of the majority population. Sites are proposed in
areas where Travellers have never camped and the
“quota” policy means that provision lags far behind the
nced in areas such as Clondalkin, Tallaght and
Blanchardstown,

Ballycoolin offical halting sile November 1984

® [t creates divisions between residents in different
arcas; each area stating that they have taken their
share of the burden. It also encourages racist and
anti-Traveller attitudes by portraying Travellers as a
problem to be shared out.

Travellers should be consulted about the location, size
and design of the site and group housing schemes.
Compatibility should be taken into account in allocat-
ing sites and bays to families.




‘Campfires are not allowed

ot halling sites - we miss the
campfires. If you started a
campfire today on « site,
you'd have every Traveller
out of their trafler to gather
around for a chat!”

Kathleen McDonagh

4. The Move to Dublin.

The survey showed that there were 652 Traveller fami-
lies with approximately 3,000 children under 18 years
in the greater Dublin area, Families in standard hous-
ing were not included. This is an overall increase of 46
families in the two year period since the last survey.,
This is a tiny increase in total numbers and demon-
strates that the Dublin local authorities’ claims that
they are being inundated by Travellers and that they
cannot be expected to provide accommodation for them
all cannot be substantiated by the facts. I the context
of a greater Dublin population of over a million people,
It can be seen that 652 Traveller families is an extreme-
ly small group of people.

While approximately a quarter of the Traveller popula-
tion now live in the greater Dublin area, the fact is that
over a third of the settled population have also chosen
to live in this area too, for all of the acceptable reasons
that attract people to a large city: work opportunities,
leisure facilities and all the benefits attached to living in
a city. Travellers gravitate to the city for the same rea-
sons as settled people, aggravated in some cases by the
lack of provision for them in other areas.

The important point is that the actual number of
Traveller families in the greater Dublin area is tiny com-
pared even to the numbers on the housing waiting lists
of the Dublin local authorities, They could all be satis-
factorily accommodated quickly and at the expense of
the central exchequer if the political will was there,
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5. Temporary Sites are not the answer

The survey results show an increase of 64 famiiies on
temporary sites in the (wo year period. In addition.
there are plans to open at least three more large
temporary sites in the Immediate future each calering
for over 30 families. Work is already under way on
these temporary sites in Tallaght and at Lynichs Lane
in Clondalkin, A site has been identified for a third

large temporary site in Blanchardstown.

The problems with these temporary sites were set out
in No Place (o Go. However they need to be re-stated
strongly as it is clear from this survey and from the
experience of Travellers here that the Dublin loeal
authorities have decided io proceed with a policy of
temporary site provision for large numbers of families
which is unacceptable to Travellers and (o DACT,

Temporary sites have minimal facilities, they do not
have individual electricity supplies hence no hot water,
showers or haths. They are usually surrounded by
banks of earth and dirt. The large temporary sites at
Deansrath Clondalkin and Cruiserath Mulhuddart and
the Cappagh Field Finglas resemble badly maintained
refugee camps with farge numbers of children being
reared in squalor and misery. They constituie a policy

of building shanty towns with public money. There are
no fire precautions on these sites despite the well-
known fire hazards involved in living in trailers in
cramped conditions and because there is no electricity,
many families are forced to use candles to provide light



in their trailers which is very dangerous. In addition,
there have been several incidents of both adults and
children falling and injuring themseclves in the dark
fields. Temporary sites are not acceptable to Travellers
for the following reasons:

® "“Temporary” has a very strong tendency to become
permanent where local authorities are concerned.
Cruiserath site in Blanchardstown is a prime example
of this lendency. 1t had a three year temporary time
span by court order. This time limit is nearly a year
over and no more permanent provision, or cven plans,
for such provision are in place by Fingal County
Council.

® Providing sites without individual electricity supply
is totally unacceptable in 1994. Because il means that
none of these sites has showers ar baths.

® Surrounding bays and sites with mounds of earth,
as is the case in most existing temporasy sites, creates
dirt and muck and increases the rat infesiation.

@® Siones as hard surface are dangerous for children
who injure themselves on them and they are
destructive of footwear and vehicles.

® lLarge temporary sites almost inevitably become
ghettos because of the poor standard of living which

increases Travellers social isolation.

® Large numbers of unrelated families sharing such

11

Cappagh temporary site November 1994

C

appagh temporary site November 1994




Dunsink Lane October 1984
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temporary sites leads to friction and inter-group
{ighting and consequent stress and hardship for
individual families and reinforcement of negative
sterotypes of Travellers.

@ Such sites have the potential to become "no-go
arcas” which results in a situation where no auxillary
services (e.g. social and health services) are provided
for the families who live on them.
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6. Travellers Culture

Site accommodation needs to take account of
Travellers' culture, lifestyle and ethnic identity. In
practice, this means consultation with Traveller
groups and families for whom they are intended about
the location. design and size of sites which must have
all the usual facilities necessary for decent living
conditions in the 1990’s. Specificaily sites must
provide:

@ A water tap for each family.
® Individual flush toilets for each family.
@ Showers or baths separate {rom the toilet area.

@ Size of service units and houses o be adequate for
use by large families,

® Sites not to be situated in isclated areas or
surrounded by high walls or mounds of earth.

® Sufficient space in each bay or yard for parking
lorries and vans.

@ Fire precaution on ali sites.

@ Work space for Travellers’ cconomic activities [ heavy
scrap should be catered for separately) on cach bay or
in the yard of each house.
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Without Refuse Collection of any kind 60 10%
The Dublin Accommodation Coalition with Travellers Cold Water only 345  53%
Survey - Dublin City and County No Water Supply 101 16%

March 1994 Total number of children under 18 2,686 (approx)

(Just over 4 children per family)

No public phone on the site 652 100%
Families in standard housing not inciuded Fire precautions on site in working order 66 10%

No fire precautions 376 58%
Total number of famitics 652 Space set aside for scrap trading 33 5%
Roadside 173 26.5%
Group Housing 119 18%
Permanent Serviced Halting Site 161 25% R .

The Dublin Corporation Area

Temporary Official Sites 199  30.5%
with Minimal Facilities There were:

® 171 families, 26% of the total in the greater Dublin area.
(Of these figures 52 families or $% are doubling up on official serviced sites
and group housing ie camped illegally.) ® 75 or 44% were in group housing schemes,

® 60 or 35% were on permanent official sites
FACILITIES ® 31 or 18% were on a roadside or unofficial sites
Without flush toilets 231  36%
Without toilets 180  28% L 5 or 3% were on temporary official sites.
Without electricity 345  53% ® There were 20 families doubling up either on group
Without bath or showers 345 53% housing schemes or official halting sites,
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Fingal County Council

There were :
® 213 {families, 33% of the tolal in the Greater Dublin area.

@ No group housing schemes in this area. One is under
construction at Ladyswell for 10 families,

® 27 families or 12.68% in permanent serviced halling siles.
® 109 families or 51.2% in temporary sites.
® 77 families or 36.15% on the roadside,
® 14 {amilies were doubling up on the permanent official sites.
® It can be seen that the Fingal area has the largest

number of families of the four local authorities and

proportionally the least amount of permanent serviced
site accommodation,

Dun Laoighaire/ Rathdown

There were :

® 67 families, 10% of the total number in the Greater
Dublin area.

® 36 families or 53.7% in group housing.

® 11 families or 16.4% on permanent official sites,
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® 4 families or 6% on temporary sites.

® 16 families or 24% on the roadside.

® 8 families were doubling up on official sites or group
housing schemes.

South Dublin County Council

There were: )
® 201! families, 31% of the total,

® 8 [amilies or 4% were in group housing.

® 63 families or 31.3% in permanent official sites.
® 38l families or 40.3% on temporary sites.

® 40 families or 24.4% on the roadside,

® There were 12 families doubling up on official sites.

The number of families doubling up on official sites is already
included in the number given for respective sites. It is included
to fllustrate the extent of the demand for site accommodation
and also to point out the pressure on facilities this
overcrowding causes.
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Analysis of Findings

There was an overall increase of Just 46 families in
the Greater Dublin area in the two year peried from
1992 to 1994. Almost all of this increase can be

atiributed to natural increase,

There has been g slight decrease in the
families in unofficial unserviced roadside camps from

number of
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208 families in 1992 (0 173 families in 1994, 4 drop of
Just 35 families op the roadside in that period,

There has heepn a sharp increage In the number of

families on temporary officia] sites with minimum
facilities from 126 families ip 1992 10 199 lamilies in
This is a most disturbing finding and conlirms
that the Dublin local authorities now have g policy of
broviding this kind of unacceptable accommodation.

Although there hag been a smal number of new sites
built in the
Clonsilla catering for five families and a five family site
on the Naas Road, and St Oliver's park in Clondalkin,
other older siteg such as &t Margarets Ballymun and
Dunsink halting site being re-furbished
families from Ballymun had to g0 back

Because of this there
has been an actual increase of only

two year period such as Porterstown in

in Finglas are
and some of the
on the roadside in the interim.
cight families in
proper fully serviced accommodation eithey in group
housing schemes or Permanent official halting sites

from 272 Tamilies in 1992 10 280 in 1994,

This points o the urgent need to greatly increase the
bace of appropriate
commitment by the Government that all Traveller
families would be accommodated by the vear 2,000.
Unless there is g dramatic Improvement in (he pace of
Permanent site
1o possibility of this commitment being fulfilled i the
Greater Dublin area,

site provision given the

and group housing provision, there ig




8. Current Local Authority Plans for
Sites in the Greater Dublin Area

The break-up of Dublin County Council into three new
local authorities which took place officially at the
beginning of this year has cast some doubt over the
site programme which had been adopted by Dublin
County Council. The new authorities are carrying out
a review of Travellers’ accommodation in their areas. It
is still not clear whether the new authorities consider
themselves bound to deliver on the agreed programme.
Even if this agreed programme is adhered to it will fall
short of current needs and does not allow at all for the
projected population inerease which although very
small comparatively needs to be provided for.

The Programme for Government adopted in 1993
makes a commitment to have all Travellers’
accommodated by the year 2,000, less than six years
away. The Minister for Local Government has also
announced that the local authorities who do not make
provision for Travellers’ in their housing plans will have
their housing budgel cut. It remains to be seen how
effective this will prove as a strategy to persuade
reluctant local authorities to carry out their statutory
duties in relation to Travellers’ accommodation needs.

The danger, which this survey points to, is that local
authorities in Dublin especially wili increasingly resort
to the provision of large temporary sites. The tevel of
proposed official site and group housing provision is

17

Avila park Finglas November 1894

nothing like enough for the needs in Tallaght,
Clondalkin and Blanchardstown.

Dublin Corporation is refurbishing a number of it's
official sites such as Si Margarets Ballymun, Labre
Park Ballyfermot and Avila Park and Dunsink both in
Finglas. There are plans to do the same at Belcamyp

halting site. However, it should be noted that these
pians have been in existence for over three years
without any work being done despite the appalling
state of {the Belcamp halting site in particular, There

are also plans to build a further ten houses at Cara



"You'd trauel all over the

country - summer and winter,
You'd never be done lravelling
and one of the nicest parts aof
staying in the fent was
listening (o the noise of the
rain hitting off the canvas at
night,”

Mary O'Rourke

o It is doubtfy] ir such a
concentration of families in one small part of Coolock is
the best way of meeting this need.

S RbusIing,

Since the Survey was done in March 1994, building
has started on the sites af Avila Park, Labre Park and
Dunsink. This development jg welcomed by D.A.C.T.
The re-development of St Oliverg Park, Clondalkin by
Dubiin Corporation ig also very welcome because of its
exceilent design and standard of facilities. The design
owes mueh tg Clondalkin Travellers Development
Group who assisied the women from St, Olivers Park to
design a mode] for the re-development of their site ag
far back ag 1990. The Group recieved an award in the
President Robinson awarg scheme in 1993 This is g
clear “xample of the benefit of involving Traveljers in
the design of sites and group housing schemes,

Dun Laoghaire / Rathdown have Inherited three small
sites and two group housing schemes from Dublin
County Couneil. There are plans to develop a smaj]
two family site ag Monkstown and also plang for two
more small sites at Clonskea and Blackrock. Despite
the very smajj numpber of Traveiler families in ji'g
administrative area, there is gt msufficient sjte
accommodation for the 25 plus families who need it

Fingal County Counci Now has the largest Number of
families at 213. There are 1o group housing schemeg
at all in thig area. Omne is now being developed for 10
families at Ladyswell, Mulhuddart, The temporary site
at Cruiserath where there are 21 families is past the
legal time span and there 4re no plans either to
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wPerade it and make it permanent and official or to
Provide alternative official sites for the families there.
There were 44 families on the roadside and fourteen
doubling Up on the sites jp Fingal at the time of the
D.acT survey for whom there is no Permanent
Provision planned. addition, some of the existing
temporary Provision in thig area €specially the
Cappagh field. is far 100 minimal,

There were 201 familieg in South Dublin County
Couneci] 49 families were on the roadside and 12 were
doubling Up on the site. Again, the nature of the
temporary site provision at Deansrath ig totally
unaceeptable. Twg more lemporary sites are currently
being developed in South County Dublip In the
Tallaght fielq and at Lynchs Lane Clondalkin. Unless
the facilities are greatly improved beyond existing
temporary sites, these sites will also prove to be
unacceptable and raise questiong about resource
allocation to such inadequate provision,

Permanent site and group housing scheme Provision is
lagging a great deal behing heed in the Clondalkin angd
BIanchardstown areas in particular, There are
extended family £roups in hoth of these areas who have
lived in Dublin for twenty or thirty years who find
themselves being hounded from one unofficial site tq
another with no Prospect of secure accommodatior,
They are undoubtedly in a crisis Situation with g the
anxiely and stregs associated with such a Situation,
Frustration and anger ¢ the injustice of their
treatment are now emeotiong commonly Cxpressed hy
these families,

%
;




Belcamp halting site April 1994




Cara Park Group Housing April 1994

appagh field November 1994

20

9. Projected Population
Increase

All surveys over the past decade of the Traveller
population have indicated a continued rise in the
population and a continued rise especiaily in the
Dublin area. The Monitoring Body Report 1990 notes a
national figure of 34% increase in the number of
families on the roadside between November 1988 and
November 1990. This population increase is due 1o a
number of {factors.

® High rate of natural increase with an average of 8
children per family. (E.R.S.I Report July 1986} ( There
is some evidence of a decrease in average family size
but it is still very much higher than that of the settled
population).

® The fact that over 50% of the Traveller population
are under 15. (E.R.S.] Report July 1986),

® Evidence of some small movement back {from
England for a number of reasons.

® There were 26 marriages in the Dublin area alone in
1993. This means that at least this number of new
families, will be seeking accommodation on sites and
group housing schemes.

® Very few Travellers in the Dublin area are either




opting for or getting local authority housing. The fact
is that there is a housing crisis in Dublin with over
3.000 people on the housing waiting list. In these
circumstances, standard housing cannot be scen as a

realistic alternative except for a tiny number of

Traveller families in Dulblin,

10. Slow Rate of Progress in Site
Provision in Dublin

The slow rate of progress in sile provision identified in
No Place To Go has not improved substantially. In the
two years since the publication of No Place To Go,
Dublin Corporation has re-developed the halting siie
and group housing scheme at 5t Olivers Park
Clondalkin catering for twenty five families. Fingal has
built a halting site for five families at Porterstown and
South County Dublin have buill two five family halting
sites at Belgard Road Tallaght and Turnpike on the
Naas Road. Dun Laoghaire /Rathdown have built a
two family site al Sallvnoggin. This accounts {or lorty
two families in two years, four [amilies less than the
increase in numbers in the Grealer Dublin area in the
same period. All other provision in (his period has
been of a temporary nature with minimal facilities,
which should not he counted as site provision. There

has been an increase in this temporary type of

provision but it is of little or any value in meeting
Travellers' accommodation needs in an acceptable and

responsibie way.
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11. Deteriorating Relationships

In many areas relationships between Travellers and the
locai authorities in the Dublin area have deteriorated
over the past number of years because of the
continued failure of the local authorities to provide
accepiable and appropriate accommodation. Local
authority officials dealing with Travellers in Dun
Laocghaire / Rathdown and on some sites in South
County Dublin and Fingal will now only visit these
sites when they are accompanied by the employees of a
private sccurity firm. This is clearly a very expensive
way of delivering a service and raises questions about
the use of public money to pay private security firms to
act as bodyguards to Council officials. Resources
aliocated to this security arrangement means less
resources are available for sites, accommodation and
development

This whole issue illusirates the urgent need for
training for local authority staff in interpersonal
relations and in anti-racist work. Moving large
numbers of families into badly serviced ghettos,
usually against their will, has contributed greatly to
the poor state of relationships which exists in several
areas at present. Where Travellers are camped
unofficially or in large ‘ghetto lype’ temporary sites
there is evidence of [rightening vigilante incidents and
deteriorating relationships hetween local residents and
Travellers.

"Horses have alivays heen

pait of Travellers life. To
some Travellers horses are
sUll as importand today as
they were years ago. But
loday there are no places for
horses on sites. Travellers
who still keep horses have fo
Jind a field for them.”
Margaret O'Rourke




I children are taught from an
early age to respect different
cultures, then as aduls they
will be able 1o recognise and
celebrate difference, That will
malke for a better Juture for us
all.”

Bridget Ward

12. Recommendations

® The Government should publicy acknowledge (he
Crisis in accomodation for Travellers revealed in this
report and should establish an emergency fund for the
immediate provision of good quality permanent halting
sites, group housing schemes and transient sites
throughout the country,

® A National Plan for a network of sites throughout the
country is needed Immediately. The responsibility to
brovide these sites rieeds to be made mandatory.

® A Traveller Accommodation Agency should he
established without delay to monitor the provision of
accommodation nationwide, as Tecommended in the
Interim Report of the Task Foree on Travelling people
In February 1994,

® Transient sites with good quality facilities are needed
for more nomadjc families.

® The Department of the Environment should give
grants for the maintenance and upgrading of
Permanent sites and group housing schemes,

® The Department of the Environment should refuse
funding for further temporary sites as such sites are
unacceptable to Travellers because of the poor
standard of facilities,
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® Fxisting temporary sites should be upgraded where
appropriate tg permanent site standards in
consultation with Traveller residents.

® A moratorium on all evictions and forced movement
of families should be declared immediately in keeping
with the U.N. Commission on Human Rights
Declaration against forced evictions,

® Emergency provision of basic facilities for families
camped illegally is needed until permanent, adequate
accommodation is provided,

® Coniracts for site development need to include time-
scales for the tompletion of sites, Financial penalties
should be imposed for delayed completion, Ongoing
supervision and monitoring is needed in the building of
sites.

® Sites for Traveller accommodation should he
Integrated into the local environment and should he of
good quality design. Proper landscaping should be an
essential element so that the site is not only functional
but also pleasant to took at and to live in.

® Financial Penalties should be imposed on local
authorities who fail to provide goad quality, culturally
appropriate accommodation for Travellers in their area,
These penalties should be increased progressively up
to the year 1999,




® The recognition of Travellers ethnic identity and
nomadic lifestyle needs to be translated into practical
action through genuine consultation with Travellers.

® Statutory bodies with responsibility for providing
accommodation for Travellers should co-operate
actively in a spirit of partnership with Travellers and
Traveller organisations to ensure satisfactory
outcomes,

@ All accommodation provision should be designed to
facilitate Traveliers lifestyle.

® Forward planning for future population growth in the
Dublin is essential. This planning should be calered for
without resorting to alarmist statements or solutions.

® Every cffort should be made by statutory bodies to
confront racist attitudes to Travellers whether these
attitudes came from residents associations, politicians
or their own workers.

® [n parailel with government policy of tenant
participation in estate management a committment
should be given to Traveller participation in design,
planning and maintenance of sites., This Traveller
tenant participation should happen at national and
local levels.
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Ballycoolin November 1984

Tallaght November 1994




Accommodation Survey In what condition®

13 What washing facilities are on the site?
Whal type?

A Name & location of site: i
: : ] o How many?
B Local authority responsible for sjte? e
. : I what condition?
Official,

Hot waters
Showers?
i4 Is there bin collections?

unofficial or lemporary:
How jong?

I Observe the iocation (g see what surrounds it )
o Is there a skip?
Housing? o o
Roads? How often is it emplied?
, . 15 Isthere electricity on the site?
Raihways? i
. Are there meters?
Canals? .
. Cards?
Pylons? o
Unofficial?
Dumps? .
i Are generators used?
Other? T4 e e
_ 16 Is there public lighting on the site?
2 How far are the nearest: e .
. Is there street lighting near by?
shops? g
b 17 Is there a telephone on the site?
I Payphone?
bus stop? .
. - . - Cardphone?
3 What sort of walis or boundaries are around the sjte? ) .
Private?

4 Is there a caretaker on the site? Is it a Travelier?
What responsibilities does the caretaker have?
Al what times is the carelaker present on the

How many?
Available alt the time?
18 Noof Families

sile? .
_ . . I X Number of adults Over 18

5 Is there construction work being carried out on the No of children Under 18

Then came along the super- site/plans to develop 7 oole Hidren naer
. How long on the sjie

markets, the poung shops and 6 Are there any emply bays/houses on the site? i : ) .

7 here any dusmmng s on the sifes 19 Is there space sel aside for trades le.g. serap)?
the plastic buckets - ang that Is there any CRmpIng on the site 3 Note the trades

8 What material js used to surface {he sjte?

Put an end (o the Stwag 20 Are there pProcedures for leaving the site temporarily?

9 How much is the ren for the site? 7 N e S -
Basket, just lilce the plastic 10 Type of accommodation: 2] How nlany trailers are allowed In each hay?
" : . " SO11Q 1 e
Jlowers hape put an end 1o the How many? 22 I\);ﬁ}iisgle precautions are on the site
Hoses?
- af e r{als?
baper flowers that the ﬁ:ax:fllfi;{f (‘;iiﬁ;;if“als Fire Extinguishersy
Traveller women made and i ' .\ Other?
11 How many taps are on the site?
sold”, Are they leaking? Comments
: . m :
Bridget Collins Hoses?

Anything you would lilkke to see changed on the site?
Is there anything you woyld like to see added to the site?
Any other comments?

12 What toilet facilities are on the site?
What type?
How many?
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